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Every Student at Schaetter Elementary School 1s a Shining Star

Students at Schaefer Elzmentary are engaged in leaming and

extiled by school,

&y Peg Steaar?
When eatering Schaeffer Elemen-

tary Schoal on Claithaven 5t., in
Crafton Hejghl::. one would neves
guess that just bo years ago thes was
2 schoal in complete tarmod.

Moy, st e epposiie 15 e,

Ar e start of the 2008-07 school
vear, the Putsbugh School Distoet
began % eedlistarting pooesam by clos-
ing & combinang some scheals 1o
save money and rescurces

Schaeffer Elementary serves as
the area Kinderparten through thisd
prace schoal Shemaden Elementary
now peaches grades four duoogh s
Childeen are bussed foom thes awn
neighboshoods to each of these
schiools

Dharing the first pear of redistrct-
ingg, children arcrved at school revved
v froon their bes ride. Teachecs fousd
it dufficnlr 1 ger anted 00 Eeep their 8-
rennon in class Disciplinagy problems
were 4 eonstant. Teacheos and PrALETIfE
were foastraned and worned abour an-
dent achievermen: scores.

~phcda cowTesy of Fisbumh Educatar”

AR end of that Arst school vear,
D Cyatha Eacchan, the pancipal, and
hey reachecs and sappod sl began
o devise stiategies o help thed sm-
denits be ceady o keam

Riding the Buses

A% 2 tean, themr Orst stmtepy was
1o pde e biszes with the chikdoen i
and feam wehos] each day,. This had an
inurrediabe and peddtive inpact on the
stadenns and theis behavicr The chil-
cleen were Flrf..-:d-s.n.ﬂ prml.ﬂ thar theis
teschers rode wrth them, Thes pazents
were rezssied that their children were
zafe. The teachers falr connectad to sll
of the Schmeffer sradenns Discphoy
]'.‘-‘-I:'D'.'ﬂ!‘l’.'l'l‘i- Trerg pecdiied] [ A ineEL.

Tweo veaws liver, the eachers, asdes
and pemczpal sull fde the boses every
iy, Ar ek, they walk vo a sosdeni'’s
hmeh:s::apﬂummbndmpoﬁ
hamesork fora sick child. A Schasffer
Elementary community has been es-
imblished. Parents knaw how their cld-
dren are doing with easy and daily com-
TR CATON.

Whale Done

The second suategy the Scluoeile
i T i:n:p]tummtﬂ 13 Boh elfecnne
ard Do, Uaing dwe priseiples in (e
book, “Whale Done,” [by Een
Blanichard) the facwlr and staff ag-
hiawkdge and r=infooos any Pn:i.:i.'re
achisvement and behavior in stdents.
Each timee 2 child does “'something
right” he ar she is green a Whale Done
(or Well Drone in repular Enplish). A
Whale Done i 4 hand moten of &
whale swismamdng Claldeen kaow this
oneans Gomd Jot! and woak haod to-
ward exrning this praise.

The schogl is filled wich a1l kends
of whales . shuffed, balleons, stickers,
baumersal fus and vensfoccing. The
enaie hall Ballesin bosad has photos of
individnzl smudents wish 2 noation of
what exrned each 3 Whale Digae. Sm-
clents earn tickeds o buy small tveats
ard Zilts in g school stege. During the
macnmg astembly, the whole sclssd
e 4 Whale Done mstsn when a
cluld is eomphmented.

Al of this pn:i:i.':-: reinfnreeEment
hss teanskated into & thP_T and calm

ichoal. Smdents ace guaies, well-Te-
Baved, and ready e learn.  This
Sebioel Teal STOCRTE A WELNLE k-
forms, which adds fo sense of school
iz serious bosiness aven when fun

These strategies have resulted in
improared cest sooces acrass the board.
It is hoped that this vear the scores
will imgeove even ot tun i e
par o vears. The pesnlrs age amaz-
g, snee 92 peceent of the Claldeen
ace fro famibes whe age desipnared
x5 lnng an povedty bevel,

Dr. Zurchin and her team at
Schaeffer are deterouined that theic
students diowell while in school. Ther
make every «ffort o encouraze and
Foster leacning while cpéeating a fun
and positive day

D Zurchin zaid that she and her
beasy expect all of their stwdents bo
gualify for the Pittshurgl Promise
whens it is time for them to go to ool
lege. At Schaeffer Elementary, iv is
thed mission fo gugantes that these
chaldpen gata _gnmt shart m !l.".!:"ﬂi.ﬂg_
erep if it means rjliiq the buses ev-
ery day, Whals Dione!

Mrs, Pam Marmarella and Dr. Cynthia Zurchin demanstrate how 1o
m’l"EI:H!.I ::EIT!'.'H'I"I'I-E Whale Done, -oholo cowmaay af "F'nll‘sb-:.lrgh Ealucadar



